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drove the Turks over the bridge and defeated them with
great slaughter.1 When in June 1098 the city was betrayed
by Firouz, as one of the chosen band of Bohemund's men
who made the first attack, lie was among those who
entered Antioch by a postern gate.2 When the Christians
in Antioch were in turn besieged by the Turks he fought
against Kerboga's army in the battle of June the loth, and
worked at the wall which was to protect Bohemund's forces
from the Turks who held the citadel. He was present in the
church of St. Peter when the Holy Lance was found, and
on June 28,1098, in the final battle with Kerboga, he fought
on horseback, pursued the flying Turks, and shared the
rejoicings over the victory.3 It was probably now that
he wrote that graphic account of the siege which fills
eighteen of the thirty-nine chapters into which his book is
divided. In the late November of 1098 he accompanied
Bohemund to Marra, but after the siege and capture of the
town, instead of returning with his lord to Antioch, he
seems to have joined the Provengal army and to have gone
on to Jerusalem with the followers of Count Raymond of
Toulouse. With them he experienced the siege of Area and
the journey by the coast-towns to the Holy City. Here he
fought, both in the attack on June 13,1099, and in the final
successful assault on June 15, when Jerusalem was taken
by the Crusaders. The book ends with a lively description
of the battle of Ascalon on August 12, 1099, and of the
triumphant return to Jerusalem of the booty-laden Franks.4
The author of the Gesta was thus admirably fitted by
position and experience to be a chronicler of the great
expedition in which he played so active a part. As a knight,
enjoying the privileges of the knightly status, he would
1 c. xviii, p. 36 seq.                               * c. xx, p. 45.
s cc. xxiii, xxviii, xxix, xxx, pp. 54, 63, 65, 69.
* cc, xxxi-ix, pp. 72-97.